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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. Please also fill out 
our Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Followers of Christ are Humble Servants. The way of this world is to seek 
recognition and honor. The world sees leadership as a way to wield power. 
That’s not our Savior’s way nor is it what he wants for his followers. 
Leadership is not conforming others to your will but being conformed to 
the will of Christ and serving those you lead. Followers of Christ, even 

leaders among them, are humble servants. But that’s easier said than done, isn’t it? For 
sinners like us, even our humble service can become a point of pride. Let your Savior’s 
humility be your sin’s cure, his example your guide.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 14 of this service folder.  

Welcome to WELS National Hymnal Week!
This week is an opportunity for each of us to reflect on all the good things that happen 
when God’s people gather for worship. Whether or not a congregation has decided to 
make use of our synod’s new Christian Worship hymnal, this week also provides everyone 
an opportunity to become acquainted with it. You can find out more at 
www.christianworship.com.

Copyright Acknowledgments
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) 
copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org. 

The Service: Setting Two. From Christian Worship © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us. Text and music: Stuart Townend; arr. Bruce Greer © 1995 Thankyou 
Music (PRS), admin. worldwide by EMI CMG Publishing, excl. Europe, admin. kingswaysongs.com

Psalm 115. Music: Michael D. Schultz © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House

Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way. Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music: public domain

Musical items are reprinted under onelicense.net A-719903

http://www.christianworship.com/
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The Service

Opening Hymn How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
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Stand

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 
loved others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But 
Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting 
in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

The pastor sings each invitation to pray. The song leaders will assist with the responses.
Please join as you feel comfortable.
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Glory to God in the Highest Gloria in Excelsis

The song leaders sing the first refrain and verses. 
The congregation joins on the following refrains.

Refrain

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Refrain

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 
our prayer. 

Refrain

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the Father. Amen. 

Refrain

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, 
for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

As we introduce new liturgical settings, please 
watch for special singing instructions. Our 

eventual goal is to have everyone join to sing the 
entirety of each liturgical song (or sing it without 
needing to be introduced), but we also want to 

take time to teach everyone what they sound like.
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First Reading Numbers 12:1-15

A lesson learned about humble leadership.

After the reading, the announcement is made:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 115

The song leaders sing the first refrain. All repeat the refrain and sing the following refrains and 
the “Glory be to the Father…”

Refrain

Refrain

Why do the nations say, “Where / is their God?”
Our God is in heaven; he does whatever / pleases him. 

The Lord remembers us and will / bless us: 
He will bless his people / Israel, 

he will bless those who / fear the LORD— 
small and / great alike.   Refrain

All you Israelites, trust / in the LORD—
he is there / help and shield.

House of Aaron, trust / in the LORD—
he is their / help and shield.
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You who fear him, trust / in the LORD—
he is their / help and shield.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,

As it was in the be-/ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain

Second Reading James 3:13-18

True wisdom is seen in deeds of humility.

After the reading, the announcement is made:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 
The pastor sings the refrain and verse. 
The congregation joins to sing the final refrain.

Refrain

Rejoice in the Lord 
for his love and faithfulness.

Refrain

Gospel Mark 9:30-37
Humility through the eyes of a child.

After the reading, the announcement is made:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way

Sermon God’s Greatness Turns Our Lives Upside Down
Mark 9:30-37

Stand

Confession of Faith Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the 
good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid 
out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with 
a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love 
each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal 
value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are 
single, and make them a blessing to others. 
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect 
for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens 
and to defend those who cannot defend themselves.
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give 
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

This prayer is switched with the offering (at least, 
from our perspective). Both things, prayer and 

giving offerings, are fitting responses to hearing 
God's Word, so there's really no right or wrong 

order. Logistically, the length of time for which we 
stand is broken up by placing things in this order.
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Special prayers and intercessions may be offered

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our 
prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect 
you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering
Stand

The Sacrament
The following responses may be spoken or sung. The song leaders will assist with the responses.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks,   
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus

The song leaders sing the first time. 
The congregation joins to sing a second time.



13

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us 
from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal 
life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and 
glory. 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 
suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life 
in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you— the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

While we've grown 
familiar with this prayer 
coming at the end of the 
Prayer of the Church, the 
new settings bring back 

an old practice of placing 
the Lord's Prayer right 

before the Words of 
Institution.
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Jesus, Lamb of God Agnus Dei

The song leaders sing the first phrase.
The congregation joins on the following phrases.

Be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this 

sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing 

life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

(WELS) or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us 

today. Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to 
do this.        
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Distribution

Distribution Hymns Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me | CW 389
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face | CW 315

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 
in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn The Son of God, Our Christ | CW 525 (1,4,5)

These words from 1 Corinthians 11:26 
are another renewed practice. They 
remind us that the Lord's Supper is 
not just something that looks back, 
but it also looks forward to when he 

comes again in glory.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Numbers 12, some might say that the LORD is overreacting or being too harsh 
with Aaron and Miriam. However, what message is the LORD communicating 
through this account?

2. Compare and contrast the wisdom that comes from above and the wisdom that 
does NOT come from above in James 3:13-18. What things come about from each?

3. Mark 9:32 says that the disciples didn’t understand what Jesus was saying and 
that they were too afraid to ask him about it. Think about situations in which you 
would feel similarly to the disciples; for what reasons might they have been so 
afraid that they didn’t ask for clarification?

4. Think of as many leaders in the Bible as you can. How many of them exemplified 
humility when given the opportunity? How many acted selfishly or brashly? What 
do these things tell us about humility, leadership, and the Christian life? Here are 
some references to get you started:
a. Isaiah 39:1-8

b. Numbers 20:6-12

c. Ephesians 3:7-9

5. What makes the connection between greatness and humility so difficult to 
remember?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN SING
This Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM

In the church

CONCERT WATCH PARTY Sept. 26 | 3:00 PM

Join us next Sunday afternoon for a concert watch party. The concert will feature Luther 
Preparatory School (LPS) and Martin Luther College (MLC) choirs, the WELS Chamber 
group Canticum, and a liturgical ensemble, Trinitas. Refreshments will follow. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NEW HYMNAL

The synod will post a series of presentations this week, related to the new hymnal and 
Christian worship. They are designed for a widely varied audience. If you want to check 
them out, visit https://welscongregationalservices.net/hymnal-intro-presentations

WANT YOUR OWN HYMNAL?

If you would like your own copy of the new hymnal for use at home, you can sign up at 
the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. You can purchase a pew edition or a gift 
edition of the hymnal as well as the psalter and a devotional book. 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER

October 3
During the pandemic, we have missed the joy of worshiping with one another as well as 
the opportunity to experience Christian community. We missed the privilege of serving 
one another and serving alongside one another. On Sunday, October 3, we are going to 
celebrate as a church family and praise God for the blessings of being able to gather 
together.  Who can you reach out to with a personal invitation to join us? It could be a 
fellow member that you miss worshiping and serving with, or anyone who would benefit 
from hearing the gospel message. Reach out to that person today!

IRONMEN OF GOD CONFERENCE NEXT SATURDAY September 25

Hear some great speakers, strengthen each other’s faith, and have a fantastic catered 
lunch at the Ironmen of God Conference in Ixonia, WI. Invite a friend to join you. For 
more information, visit www.ironmenofgodwi.org.
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VALUE THE GIFT OF LIFE October 16 

Enjoy an engaging and informative day among your Christian friends at the Christian 
Life Resources National Convention in Jackson, WI. Topics will include the future of life 
issues; embryo adoption; the impact of suicide on the bereaved; stem cell research; and, 
Christian love and the New Beginnings home-for-mothers ministry. For more 
information, visit christianliferesources.com.

HELP MAKE PIES FOR FALL SALE

Willing Workers annual Bake/Craft Sale is scheduled for November 6 & 7th.  They invite 
you to join them at 1:30 pm in the cafeteria on Wednesday 9/29, Thursday 10/7, and/or 
Friday 10/15, to help us peel and prepare apples for yummy apple pies and to enjoy some 
fellowship. Bring along peelers and knives if you have them.  They will also be making 
pie crusts on 9/24 at 1:30 pm in the cafeteria. If you plan to donate apples, please have 
them here by 9/29.

If you are canning pickles, jams and jellies, please save a few to add to the 
sale offerings, along with any knit or crocheted items, and woodwork or 
artwork articles.  All proceeds from the sale go to support church projects.  

CAMPUS MINISTRY: A LIGHT SHINING IN A DARK PLACE October 2

Learn about Campus Ministry at the Fall Mission Rally. Both men and women are welcome 
to attend this event, which will be held at Northland Lutheran High School. Registration 
begins at 8:30 AM and activities should conclude around 11:30 AM. The rally is organized 
by the Wisconsin River Valley Circuit of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society 
(LWMS). Offerings collected at the rally will support WELS Campus Ministry, mission work 
in Arizona and Florida, and the LWMS Home Office. If you have been collecting money in a 
mite box, please bring in your mite box by Sept. 26, so we can deliver to the LWMS.  

MLC HIRING DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Martin Luther College is now accepting applications for a full-time Director of 
Information Technology. Interested individuals should apply online. Applications will be 
accepted through 12:00 p.m. (noon) on Tuesday, October 5, 2021. The comprehensive 
position descriptions and application link can be found at mlc-wels.edu/hr/. For 
additional information, contact the MLC Human Resources Office at (507) 354-8221.

WANT TO SUPPLEMENT YOUR INCOME? 

St. Paul’s has part-time openings for Childcare Workers, an Administrative Assistant, and 
a Janitor. We can be flexible on hours and days of the week. These are great opportunities 
for college students or mature high school students to make extra money during the school 
year, or for a retired person to supplement their income. Contact us to see if you are a good 
fit: 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org. 
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CALENDAR September 19-26
SUNDAY       8:00 AM Worship  

9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing classroom
9:15 AM Hymn Sing in the sanctuary
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship 

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
2:00 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the cafeteria

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom 

FRIDAY 1:30 PM Pie Making Session in the cafeteria

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing classroom
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship
3:00 PM Concert Watch Party

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  214   

From July 1, 2021 to September 16, 2021 
Actual ministry income: $ 279,795
Actual cost of ministry: $ 230,429

Mortgage balance:  $1,215,461  

Organ Fund balance: $ 28,280

Offering for The Neighborhood Table: $474
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